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Abstract
Water is singly the most important element to the world as a
whole. It is the life blood of the environment essential to the
survival of all living things, whether it is plant, an animal or
humans. All the human activities use fresh water. 97% water on

the earth is salty and only 3% is fresh water. (Dr. Pawan Kumar

2014). The world’s supply of clean, fresh water is steadily

decreasing. World’s available fresh water is not distributed

uniformly aerially and throughout the season or from year to year.

Availability of water for consumption getting scarce day by day due

to various activities of man. Today huge amount of water is

required due to large number of total population and development

In agriculture, industries etec. Hence attempt has made in this

article to study the availability, potentiality of water in Solapur

district.

Key words — Environment, availability, consumption, potentiality.
Introduction -

Water on the earth is found in different forms. Its major portion is
distributed in saline form in seas and ocean, whereas fresh water is available in
a small quantity. Water vapour is an important part of the atmosphere which
plays an important role in the energy circle. Water resources are found in the
forms of solid (ice), liquid (water) and vapour (gaseous form) and found in seas
and oceans, under the ground (groundwater) and on the surface of earth (surface
water). Out of these ground and surface water are only useful for drinking,
agriculture and industries ete. According to Indian standard 135 liters of water
is required for per person per day. But the water is not available as required
quantity. So the people are suffering from shortage of water. The storage of
water from the rainfall by adopting different methods are very necessary, e.g.
through rainwater harvesting, increase the input to a sub-surface water source
by building reservoirs or detention ponds.

In short available fresh water which can be usable to human being and
other living beings is only 0.02%.i.e. very very small quantity of water is
available on earth for human and other living beings. Hence it should be used
very economically and in pure form. Otherwise shortage of fresh water will

WWW.1iaar.co in
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create very acute problems on the earth. The research article focuses the
availability and potentiality of water in Solapur district.

Objectives -

To study the water resources in Solapur,

- To study the availability of water in Solapur.,

To study the potentiality of drinking water in Solapur.
Research Methodology-

The present study based on primary and secondary data. The data collected
from irrigation department, the municipal Corporation and socio economic
abstract of Solapur District. The mformation is also collected from interview and
daily newspapers.

Study Area-

Solapur district is situated in eastern part of western Maharashtra and
south eastern part of Maharashtra. It is extended from 170 10’ N to 180 32
North latitude and 740 49’ east to 76° 15’ east longitude. The total geographical
area of the district is 14895 8q. Kms. From the administrative point of view, it is
divided into 3 sub-divisions namely Solapur, Pandharpur and Madha. The
district is divided into 11 Talukas and 1142 villages.
Solapur district is bounded by Ahmednagar in the north, Osmanabad to
east, the border of Karnataka and Sangli to the south, Satara and Pune district
to the west.

Results and Discussion-

Water can be available through different modes and means. The main
source of water i.e. water is available directly from the rainfall, the surface run-
off as well as from groundwater. Availability of groundwater and surface water
is totally depending upon the amount of rainfall in any region. Generally, in low
rainfall area the surface water and groundwater availability is low and in high
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Artificial Source of Water

Apart from rainfall the water is also made available from artificial
sources like dams, canals etc. One of the important artificial source of water is
Bhima Ujani Project. Besides this water is also available from Nira Right Bank
Canal, Sina Kolegaon Project and Kukdi Project from other districts,

Table No. 1
Availability of water through dam for Solapur District (water in million cubic metre )

Sr. No |Name of the Project Storage Capacity Water for Solapur
1 BhimaUjani Project 3320 1396.53
2 Nira Right Bank Canal 726.46 86.06
3 SinaKolegaon Project 150,49 1.46
4 Kukdi Project 1037.6 1.6

Total 1485.65

Source: Compiled by researcher
* Ujani Reservoir-
One of the important artificial source of water for Solapur district is Ujani
Dam. It is also known as Bhima Ujani Project or Bhima irrigation project.The
total storage capacity of Ujani dam is 117 TMC. It is one of the biggest reservoir
in the region. The catchment area of the reservoir is 2.410 km? (0.578 cumi)(
Irrigation Department Solapur- 2005). The project provides water for
agriculture, hydroelectric power, drinking, industries and for fishing activities.
Water supplied from the reservoir to irrigate agricultural areas primarily aims
to reduce incidence of famine and scarcity during drought conditions. The
department generally releases water in four rotation, two rotation in winter and
two in summer. Some of the important crop grown under irrigated conditions is
sugarcane wheat, millet, and cotton.
Most of the reservoir water is used by Bhima Sina river and Sina-Madha
Upsa jalsinchan and it is 30.41 TMC. Very less amount of water (103.89 mcem )
is used for drinking purpose and ( 7.78 mem ) for industrial purpose,
- * Nira Right Bank Canal
The Nira Right Bank Canal is constructed on Nira river. Total storage
capacity of the dam is 25.65 TMC (726.46 mem ). The Nira Right Bank Canal is
fed by Bhatghar dam in Pune District. The length of the Canal is 153 kms
passing through Solapur and Satara district. This canal system provides
irrigation facilities to Malshiras taluka, Pandharpur taluka and Sangola taluka
and irrigate about 35236, 5656 and 2350 hectors respectively (Nira canal,
Phalton). The water available from this project is 430 mem.
* Sina- Kolegaon Project
The dam constructed on Sina river, in Paranda taluka of Osmanabad
district. The catchment area of the dam is 5569 sq.kms. Gross storage capacity is
150.49 mem. Live storage is 76.19 mem and dead storage is 74.30 mem The
length of the dam is 1770 mts
While the height is 36-60 mts. Gross cropped area under the dam is 14641
hectors and irrigated Cropped area is 12100 hectors . There is no provision of
drinking water to Solapur district by this project .The dam water(1.46 r.ncm.)
irrigate 3400 hectors land of Karmala taluka by lift irrigation. The project is
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rainfall areas the surface water and ground water availability is more, but it also
depends on number of factors like slope, rock type ete.

Solapur district receives water through two main sources.
. Natural Sources
: Artificial Sources
Natural Sources

Rainfall is the important natural source of water in the district. On an
average the Solapur district receives 550 mm rainfall per year. But the
availability of rainfall varies from year to year. The availability of water
through rainfall is shown in the table. ( Table 1).

The rainfall data supplied by the IMD ( Indian Meteorological Department
) is the average for last 10 years and the average rainfall is calculated for all the
tahsils in Solapur district. It is observed that in the district minimum average
annual rainfall in last 10 years is 479 mm. While maximum average rainfall is
662 mm in Akkalkot tahsil. The eastern part of the district i.e. North Solapur,
South Solapur and Akkalkot, the average annual rainfall ranges between 579
mm to 650 mm. In the western part (Malshiras) receives average annual rainfall
is 584 mm and the southern part (Sangola) receives average annual rainfall 492
mm.

TAHSIL WISE RANFALL DISTRIBUTION OF SOLAPUR
DISTRICT (2003 TO 2012)

Rainfall {in mm)

The graph shows that rainfall is high in the year 2010. i.e. the average
rainfall is 809 mm. and the rainfall is less in the year 20038 i.e. the average
rainfall is 278 mm.

The data also shows that last 3 to 4 years, the average annual rainfall is
470 mm which is low as compare to requirement. Hence the Solapur district

suffers from the shortage of water. So the drought condition occurs frequently.
in Solapur district.
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benefit Karmala, Barshi and Mohol talukas of Solapur district. The project is
Completed in 2010-11.(SinaKolegaon project- Paranda). The water available for
Solapur district is 1.46 mem.

* Kukdi Project

Kukdi Major irrigation project constructed on Kukdi River. The work was
started in 1969 and completed in 2009. Five storage dams are constructed across
five tributaries such as Yedgaon dam, Manikdoh Dam, Dimbhe Dam, Wadaj
Dam amdPimpalgaonJoge Dam. The total irrigable command area under the
Project is 156278 hectors belongs to Seventalukas of three district namely Pune
district (Ambegaon, Junnar and Shirur taluka), Ahmednagar district
(PamerShrigonda and Karjattaluka) and Solapur district (Karmala taluka).
Kukdi left bank canal irrigates 24562 hectors land of Karmala taluka.The water
available for Solapur district is 1.6 mem.

POTENTIAL OF WATER IN SOLAPUR DISTRICT

Water is available mainly from rain and underground. Hence to fulfill the
needs of population it is very essential to know the potentiality of water in
Solapur district. Water potential can be studied by two ways as,

. Potential of Open surface rainwater.

. Potential of Ground water.

Potential of Open surface rainwater

Rain is real and important source of water. The amount of water which
can be obtain from rain in Solapur district is calculated by following formula.

Formula: P=RxAxCr.

Where P = Potential of water in liters

R = Annual rainfall in mms.
A = Area of the region in Sq. mts.
Cr.- Co-efficient of runoff.

Total area of Solapur district is 14895 Sq.kms. i.e. 1489500 sq.mts. The
amount of average and annual rainfall of Solapur district is 870 mms. in 2014-
15, This amount is shown in the table 4.

Table No. 2 Annual rainfall of Solapur district,

Month |Jan [Feb |Mar [April [May [June July [Aug |Sep [Oct [Nov |Dec |Total
Rainfall |0 33 163 |12 120 478 108 1141 |192 |105 |18 0 870
Source: Socio-economic abstract of Solapur district 2014-15.

Solapur district receives 870 mm. rainfall in the year 2012. Out of this
1% rainfall waist through infiltration and 4% rainfall wastage through
evaporation. Hence total available rainfall is as follows ---
Available rainfall = Total rainfall — evaporation- groundwater
= 870 - 34.8-8.7
= 826.5 mm

Total 826.5 mm rainfall received by the earth surface in the year 2012
-Hence according to the formula potential of open surface rainwater in Solapur
district is

P

R x A x co-efficient.

826.5 x 14895000 x 1

12310717500 liters.

And the potential of water collected from open surface is 12,310,717,500 liters
(1.23 mem ).

DR. NAYAB Z.A.
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Ground Water Resource

Groundwater is an important source to meet the water requirements of
various sectors. Demands for groundwater resources are ever increasing from
day today. It can be classified as static or dynamic based on aquifers below or
above the zone of groundwater table fluctuation respectively.

The total groundwater resources would be available for utilization for
irrigation, domestic and industrial uses. Out of the total groundwater resources
15% was kept for domestic and industrial uses and remaining 85% was kept for
irrigation purpose. Potential and available groundwater resource in the district
by monsoon and non-monsoon period given by Central Groundwater Board are
given in the table- 3.

Table- 3 shows that the taluka wise groundwater resource potential of
Solapur district as on 315t March 2012. Rainwater is the only means by which
annual recharge of groundwater takes place, The annual rainfall of the district is

very poor. Hence the general position of groundwater in the district is not
satisfactory.

Table -3 Ground water resources Potential of Solapur district as on 81st March 2012( unit

ham)
Recharge
Recharge | narge Recharge| " fom | Total | Natural
Sy from Other rainfall Other Annual | Discharge | Net annual
No. Taluka rainfall Siatices | dirta Sources G.W. during G.W.
1 i 2 during during non—g during | rechage non- availability
monsoon MORsaoR | monscon non- 3+445+6 | monsoon 7+8
3 monsoon 7 8
| s 5 6
1 North 4824.59 |339.79 64487 853.69 6662.94 15 6996.09
Solapur - . 3 - . 333. 9 .
South
2 S Avas 8554.57 |[553.37 1345.57 |1447.32 |11900.83 |595.04 12495.87
3 |Barshi 7711.3 650.78 882.88 1783.37 [11028.33 [551.42 11579.75
4 |Akkalkot 10592.36 [504.82 1727.43 11366.3 14190.91 [709.55 14900.46
5 |Pandharpur |6887.93 [1996.13 1158.9 4980.96 |15023,92 |751.2 15775.12
6 |Malshiras 8324.3 3444.24 |[1902.7 8432.56 |22103.8 |[1105.19 |23208.99
7 |Sangola 9809.01 [1965.97 |1949.1 3540.11 [17264.19 [943.95 18028.14
8 |Mangalwedha|5236.23 |984.42 764.55 2268.63 [9253.83 462.19 9716.02
9 |Madha 10220.16 |[1276.22 |1474.05 |3050.63 |16021.06 |827.02 16848.08
10 |Mpohol 7303.32 |1144.63 |1108.25 [3166.11 [12722.31 [636.12 13358.43
11 |Karmala 8503.12 (884.56 1210.34 |1802.6 12400.62 [619.03 13019.65
Total 87966.89 |13744.93 |14168.64 [32692.28 |148572.74/7533.86 |156106.6
Source: GW Survey & Development agency, Gout. of Maharashtra (2012) (P-56, 57)

The total groundwater recharge from rainfall during monsoon season
87956.89 ham, while the recharge from other sources during monsoon season is
13744.93 ham. Recharge from rainfall during non-monsoon season is 14168.64
ham. Whereas recharge from other sources during non-monsoon is 32692.26

™M) AT ASIAT ™7 3
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ham. The total groundwater recharge from rainfall during monsoon and non-
monsoon season in the district is 148572.74 ham.

Net Groundwater (NGA) = Annual groundwater recharge — Natural discharge
during non-monsoon

=148572.74 - 7533.86
=141038.88 ham

GROUND WATER RESOURCES IN SOLAPUR
DISTRICT

Ground water in mem

¥ |

Table No-4 Total available water in Solapur District.
Sr. no. Details Available water(mem) |
1 Rain water 1.23 -

2 Ground water 1507.84
3 Artificial water 1485.25
Total 2994.32

Source: Socio-economic abstract of Solapur district 2014-15

Total water availability from all sources such as rain water, ground water
and dam water (solapur district and from other district) are 2994.32 mem. Rapid
population growth and intensive human activities have heavy stress on
groundwater and significantly fresh water is becoming scarce and dearer in
many areas. It is believed that in the coming decades the people will face critical
situation with regards to availability of water. So it is very important to analyze
the present situation and to find the potential of rainwater and encourage the
people and scholars to collect and to save the rainwater by adopting different
measures and use it in the scarcity period.

Conclusion-

Solapur District receives water through two main sources such as natural
and artificial sources. Average annual rainfall in Solapur District is 550mm. It is
observed that during the last 10 years the district receives high rainfall in 2010
and lowest rainfall in the year 2003. This amount of rainfall is very low.The
main artificial source of water for Solapur District is Ujani dam. Total storage
capacity of the dam is 117 TMC. Water is also available from Nira Right Bank
Canal, Sina-Kolegaon Project and Kukdi Project.

DR. NAYAB Z.A.
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Potential of surface water in Solapur district is 1.23mem.The potentiality and
availability of water in the district is 2994.32mem. The proportion of water in the
district is very low. Hence the district suffers from shortage of water.
References:
1. www.solapur.gov.in
2. Government of Maharashtra, DIrrigation Department, Solapurvibhag,
Ujani silver jubleemagzine — 2005.
3. Government of Maharashtra, JalsampdaVibhag,Pune — Nira Right Bank
Canal Department, Phalton.
4. Government of Maharashtra, Irrigation Department — Sina- Kolegaon
Project, Paranda.
5. Socio — Economic abstract of Solapur District.
6. Government of Maharashtra, Central Groundwater Survey and
Development Agency.
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Man-woman Relationship in Anita Desai’s Fasting, Feasting
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Mahila Mahavidyalaya. Solapur P. G. Dept of English and
Research Centre
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Anita Desai’s Fasting, Feasting. as it is implied in the title itself. is a novel of between

two cultures, the one. Indian. known for its pious and longstanding customs representin sting. “gnd the

other, American, a country of opulence and sumptuousness epitomizing *
through the pereeptions of Uma. in India. and of Arun. in America.
irrespective of the culture and enveloping milicu. by oppressive bonds tXercised’by their own parents,
pughout the novel, Yet, this
parents found everywhere in the middle-class families of India, who™discuss, plan, plot. control, govern

the activities of their children. be it marriage or d for studies. And in their over-domineering

concern. they tend to ignore the inadvertent possi pping their own offspring. Thus. they do

not give contingeney 1o the fact that perhaps their ¢ n too can have a life to call their own, May be
even their own preaccupations. their owgt pri maybe an agenda for themselves that goes beyond

what they actually want for their chi

of MamaPapa in a contemplative mood: “The parents sit.

rhythmically swinging. bac . They could be asleep. dozing— their eyes are hooded—but
sometimes they speak. sl haty en & sudden deluge of ideas hit them and they order their eldest

daughter. Uma. to ca

em without delay. Uma is asked first to inform the cook to prepare sweets
for her father, »@c I impatience that she has been already asked to pack a parcel to be sent to her
brothg g in ca. While she comes literally running on her toes, she is entrusted with an

riting @ letter to their son. Somewhere in the middle of the novel. the reader

understandsithat it is the usual scene that goes on in the household of MamaPapa ( Volnd, Ludmila, 2005.

“All morning Mama Papa have found things for Uma to do. It is as if Papa's retirement is to be
spent in this manner—sitting on the red swing in the veranda with Mama, rocking. and finding ways to

keep Uma occupied. As long as they can do that, they themselves feel busy and occupied”. In this
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manner, living under the demanding rule of Mama Papa. Uma is repressed. suppressed and is imprisoned
at home, The first part of the novel tells us in a flashback as how she became a reluctant victim of
entrapment at home. The second part of the novel shows how her brother Arun, who leaves his home for
higher studies. but feels trapped by the very education that is meant to liberate him,

Usually, at home. it would be an oppressive atmosphere even iff one of the parents is
overpowering, With regard to Uma. both of her parents appear to have merged into a sigfle identity
Mama Papa/Papa Mama, as if they have a *Siamese twin existence’. Hence, whenever. apa say
something, and whoever says it. it comes with double the intensity and power that j ot be defied at

ho 1 oomed

large enough as it was: they did not need separate histories and backgrou ke them even more

immense. Despite a slight variation in the roles they have chosen gha’s ol scowling and
‘Mama’s scolding’. in terms of opinion, they never differed ffom' cagh Therefore, if one refused
there would not be any point in appealing to the other parerfor 3 fferent verdict: none was expected, or
given.

Furthermoré, the women are not allowe
laze around the house too much, then they would

Uma gets easily distracted and fails to Keep pgle With

s usually, but when Papa feels that the women

the park for walk. On one such occasion,
apa, Though Papa is far away, and she is left
in the company of Mama. she would not d

0 buy some catables on her wish though it is highly
tempting: “Uma finds saliva gathering al ¢ rners of her mouth at the smell of the spiced, roasted gram

but decides to say nothing’. In then S blamed for being *slow” when all the while Uma could not

reconcile herself as why the L

1 just to go back home. Likewise. the children are not allowed to
have any sense of privagy evgg whgn they have grown-up. They are not allowed to shut any doors in the
household, For this rets, especially nasty secrets. which are impermissible: It meant authority

would come sta n ake a search to seize upon the nastiness. the unclean blat,

decide which of their children should have education and how much of it. As far
d. a pleasant escape from her claustrophobic conditions at home is her school-going.
The conve hool for her is “streaked with golden promise™. Hence. she always goes early to the school
and later finds some excuse to linger there for longer time. Conversely, she feels deprived during dull
weekends when she is left at home: “There were the wretched weekends when she was plucked back into
the trivialities of her home, which scemed a denial, a negation of life as it ought to be, somber and
splendid. and then the endiess summer vacation when the heat reduced even that pointless existence to
further vacuity™ temphases added). Regardless of Uma's verve for convent education. she is forced to
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stop going to school when Mama gives birth to the third baby, Arun. Even as Uma shows disagreement,
she is coaxed. cajoled and finally threatened to accept her Mama's decision: *But ayah can do this—ayah
can do that—" Uma tried to protest when the orders began to come thick and fast. This made Mama look
stern again. *You know we can’t leave the baby to the servant,’ she said severely. ‘He needs proper
attention.” When Uma pointed out that ayah had looked after her and Aruna as babies, Mama's expression

made it clear it was quite a different matier now, and she repeated threateningly: *Proper attepfon’. Later,

Uma looks forward towards her marriage to give her the much-needed relief. yet,

returns home frustrated after a deceitful marriage and subsequent divorce, Back at

because of the apprehension that Mrs. O Henry might ens er a
(Aldama, Frederick Luis. 2000, p. 240).

Reduced thus to a baby-sitter at her carlier days and an id servant for her self=centered
parents for the rest of her life. Uma finds no esg
brict repose of happmess and freedom once w

Masi. on her pilgrimage. During her stay at 4ni ashram. Uma finds a strange link of her life

her entrapment. Uma expericnces. however, a

with the barks and howls of the dogs.

At night she lay quietly on her
villages. out along the river bed dhd
highway-—barked back. Th | ng messages 1o each other, Their messages traveled back and
forth through the night rk@ch was total, absolute. Gradually the barks sank into it and drowned.
Then it was silent. T ‘hat Uma felt her own life to have been—full of barks, howls. messages,

and now—-silen

%. one is reminded ol Anita Desai’s characteristic way of making her internally
turbul ts find expression by association with external surroundings. Thus. for instance, in

k. Maya’s feelings of isolation and longings are coupled with those of the erying of the
peacocks. Still, one locates a kind of sublimity in the agonized inner cry of Maya when it is likened with
peacocks. When Uma's pain is related to the barks and howls of dogs. the poetry of Maya's anguish is to
be seen in sharp contrast to that of the excruciating poverty of Uma's entrapment.

Here again Desai is not implying that the un-burnt brides and the well-settled ones may live a

content life. In this regard. she portrays the story of Aruna. Uma's smart and pretty vounger sister who
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makes a discreet choice and marries “the wisest. ... the handsomest. the richest. the most exciting of the
suitors who presented themselves™. Aruna’s marriage 1o Arvind who has a job in Bombay and a flat in a
housing block in Juhu. facing the beach is just a like a dream-come-true. Yel to live that dream-lile fully
she transforms herself and desperately seeks 10 introduce change in the lives of others. She cuts her hair,
takes her make-up kit wherever she goes, and calls her sister and mothér as *villagers® once they refuse to

accept her sophisticated and flashy style of life. For that reason. she avoids visiting her parengg home and

the rare occasions ol her short visits are spent in blaming the untidiness of the surm ing and the
inhabitants. Even she goes 1o the extent of scolding her husband when he splits tea ig
a shirt. which does not match, with his trousers.

In this way, Aruna's entrapment is different from the rest. She hg ed herself from the
customs and dominating home rules that bind the rest of the characteg pafand Anamica. Yet. in
§ @ of perfection. And in order

he flaws of her own family as well as

negating those codes. she ensnares herself in her mad pursuit

to reach that perfection she needs to constantly uncover an
of Arvind’s, When none other than Uma sees through the entrapm8f of Aruna, she feels pity lor her:
Seeing Aruna vexed to the point of tears becagse th
remaming upright and solid, or because Arvind
wearing a t-shirt with a hole under one arm. ( eltp

K’s pudding had sunk and spread instead of

nner in his bedroom slippers, or Papa was

for her; was this the realm of case and comfort

tor which Aruna had always pined and t t say she had attained? Cenainly it brought her no

pleasure: there was always a crease of diSegntent between her eyebrows and an agitation that made her
eyelids flutter, disturbing Uma w )€ (Swarnakala §., 2021, pp. 421-29),
While Uma, Anami

Arun pictures the male yers

esent the female versions of entrapment in Fasting, Feasting.
| if. Unlike his sisters, right from his birth, Arun desists eating the food
of his family which i ic of its values. Much 1o the dismay of his father, he shows his preference
for vegetarian fi im ecause it revolutionized the life~style of his father. Arun can not be foreed to

cat nog S This. of course, is a cause of disappointment for Papa.

ays scornful of those of their relatives who came to visit and insisted on ¢linging 1o
pd vegetable-eating ways, shying away from the meat dishes Papa insisted on having cooked
for dinner, Now his own son. his one son, displayed this completely baffling desire to return to the ways
of his forefathers, meek and puny men who had got nowhere in life, Papa was deeply vexed.

Nonetheless. Arun cannot fully come out of the clutches of Papa. especially, in terms of his
education, And ironic enough. it is education. which instead of offering the desired sutonomy. paves way

for Arun’s entrapment.
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Papa. in order to give the best. the most. the highest™ education for his son, takes charge of
Arun’s life from his childhood. Although Arun’s school examinations are over, Papa cannot allow him to
£0 1o his sister’s house in Bombay during holidays, since he has planned that time for taking up entrance
examinations and preparation for sending applications to go abroad for *higher studies’. However, in the
eves of Aruna, her father's manic determination to get a foreign scholarship for Arun, is actually on

account of his unfulfilled dreams. which he tries 10 impose on his son. That is why, whe

acceptance from Massachusetts finally arrives, it stirs no emotions in Arun. Uma watche n Yoo, when
he read the fateful lenter. She watched and searched for an expression. of relief;
anything at all. But there was none...There was nothing else—not the hin
anything: these had been ground down till they had disappeared. This blank stared at the letter

and faced another phase of his existence arranged for him by Papa.

towards an open and contingent version. Accordingly, in the story

leading 1o her eventual entrapment. Yet. if we

erroneous since Desai presents the versions of Arw ica, Uma’s appealing sister and charming

cousin. respectively. Beauty cannot offer thegf escape entrapments: in truth. it is rather their good

looks that victimize them. Further, if we K ighat it is Uma’'s lack of education that has led to her

entrapped situation, Desai presents us bversion of Anamica. where foreign scholarship fetches her

an equal match but fails to provi g Fequired escape, it suffocates and kills her literally. In like
manner, if as Uma thinks, } A - Leaving home. Living alone™ would bring in the necessary
freedom from entrapme i pg#sents us the story of Arun. who leaves home., lives alone for a career
but feels the pangs of nt despite it (Aldama, Frederick Luis. 2000, p. 240).

idi

feminj i s on the other female versions of entrapment that is likely to put the blame on the

male version through the story of Arun's entrapment. Desai negates any

patriar nired society. Thus. Anita Desai. often described as one of the finest writers of this
ved from her carlier, typical way of sympathizing with her characters, females especially,
to a different level of sensibility now. Where it would be easy Lo presuppose her overt feministic concerns
in a novel like Cry, the Peacock. it would be unwise to approach her Fasting, Feasting with any such
preconceived notions. Desai hersell speaks out in a recent interview that she has been deliberately shifting
her focus from female characters to male characters. She rather feels she needs to address and voice out

themes which concern males too.
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Finally, if we consider the male version represented by Arun and the female versions constituted
by Uma, Anamika and Aruna as Indian versions, Desai offers American versions to counter them. The
story. thus dangling between two countries and cultures shows to prove through the characters of Uma
and Arun, and their counterparts Melanie and Rod. that attempts of escape from entrapments can only be
temporary. illusory and self-destructively futile since entrapments through familial knots are ubiquitous,
all-encompassing and universal, And perhaps the salvation comes when one accepts entrupdent of one

kind or another envisioned as an inescapable fact of life.
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